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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

To pause and complete the Examen has become a powerful way for me to remain centered on God’s way and to
recognize the many gifts around me. This past weekend, as I paused to give thanks, my gratitude simply kept
growing.

I am incredibly thankful for the overwhelming outpouring of love and support as I turned 50 last Friday.
Parents transformed my office with joyful splashes of pink. The Men’s Club surprised me with a “Birthday
Girl” sash, complete with pink lettering, and even wore hot pink “Birthday Squad” sashes themselves. I
received flowers, plants, gift cards, handwritten notes, posters, emails, and more cakes than I could count.

After the Prayer Service, our K–7th graders sang “Happy Birthday,” waving pink pom-poms with pure
enthusiasm. When I walked to the lobby, Little Gators and PK were waiting to host a brief celebration of their
own. I was handed even more posters, letters, and a book filled with the sweetest notes. I still haven’t finished
reading all of the messages. They continue to bring me joy!

One of my favorite moments of the day was taking a photo with a student, 
Vivian, wearing a pink shirt that read, “Best Day Ever.” And truly, that’s 
exactly what it was. I could never have imagined such an extraordinary 
celebration. I am deeply and sincerely grateful for the many ways you 
made me feel so loved and supported as I reached this meaningful milestone.

The HNJ community has truly become an extension of my family. I am 
incredibly blessed to have each of you in my life. I thank God for you every 
day, but especially this past Friday.

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams
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Tuesday, February 3
Athletics Mardi Gras Warm Up Party (see flyer below)

Wednesday, February 4
Class Pictures

Thursday, February 5
Men’s Club General Meeting, 6:00 PM

Friday, February 6
Prayer Service, 8:30 AM in Rivas Auditorium (K-7 , parents welcome, seating may be limited)th

2  - 5  Grade field trip to see LPO @ Loyoland th

NO LATER GATORS LG - 7  th

Saturday, February 7
Men’s Club on the Avenue (see flyer below)

Monday, February 9 - Thursday, February 12
Students can wear the HNJ Mardi Gras t-shirt only any day with spirit shirt guidelines

Wednesday, February 11
Yellow Spirit Shirt Day (see School Safety Blurb below)

NO LATER GATORS LG - 7  TH

Thursday, February 12
Little Gators & Early Childhood Mardi Gras Parade

Early Dismissal (LG - 7 )th

Friday, February 13 - Friday, February 20
Mardi Gras Break - No School for All Students

Monday, February 22
School Resumes

HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Wednesday, February 25 - Friday, February 27
Middle School Trimester 2 Exams

Spirit Shirt
Guidelines

Lunch Menu
2025-2026

School Calendar

Upcoming Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
http://hnjschool.org/lunch-menu
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Dear Parents,

Building a student-counselor relationship is so important when meeting the needs of the whole student. This
spring I will be conducting “Minute Meetings". Minute meetings are just that – an individual one or two
minute meeting with each student (grades 1st-7th) that serves as a form of social-emotional check-in.
Students use a numbered scale to rate their feelings toward school, friends, and family.

Aside from serving to build a relationship with students, Minute Meetings 
also help to identify those students that may need extra support throughout 
their school day. Minute Meetings will take place throughout the month of
 February. Please let me know if you have any questions. I can be reached via
 email or by calling the front office.

Thanks,
Morgan Subervielle, MA., PLPC
School Counselor
msubervielle@hnjschool.org

Counselor Minute Meetings

Holy Name of Jesus Joins in "Yellow Day" to
Support School Safety

Schools across Louisiana are participating in Wear
Yellow Day on Wednesday, February 11th to highlight
pedestrian and school safety. Students are encouraged
to wear yellow as a way to promote safety awareness in

and around school campuses, including carpool and
dismissal areas. As always, we appreciate our families’
attention in and around our carlines and thank those

who help keep our campus safe! 

Spirit Shirt Guidelines Apply

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
mailto:msubervielle@hnjschool.org


What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?
MS Boys Soccer

The Gators’ season came to an end last week with a hard-fought 2–1 loss to the top seed in the
quarterfinal round of the playoffs. The boys competed with heart and determination all season,
and we are extremely proud of their effort, growth, and improvement throughout the year.
Aiden Lawson led the team with 8 goals during the season followed by Ben Nalty with 2. Marcel
Inderbitzin, George Arch, and Gabe Gallant each added one goal. Playmaking was led by Ben
Nalty with 4 assists, while George Arch and Marcel Inderbitzin recorded 2 assists apiece, and
Gabe Gallant added one.

Congratulations to the entire team on a strong season, and thank you to our players and families for
their continued support. Go Gators!

5th/6th Boys Basketball

The Gators’ 5th/6th boys basketball season came to an end last week with a hard-fought
quarterfinal playoff loss to the number one seed. Throughout the season, the team showed
tremendous effort, growth, and resilience.

Every player on the roster scored at least two points this season, highlighting the team’s
unselfish play and commitment to one another. Peyton Johnson and Andrew Harris led the
Gators’ offense and consistently set the tone on the court.

Congratulations to the entire team on a great season, and thank you to our players and families
for their continued support and school spirit. Go Gators!

6th/7th Boys Basketball

The 6th/7th boys basketball team picked up their second win of the season last week with a
dominant 34–17 victory over St. George’s. Ben Nalty led the Gators with 14 points, followed
closely by Ford Strickland with 12. Jay Batiste added 4 points, while Liam Lemoine and
Chris Cooney each chipped in 2. The Gators head into the playoffs as the No. 5 seed and will
face Kehoe-France next week with a chance to keep their season alive. Go Gators!
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Gators In Action

Photos by Pat Garin Photography

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
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Gators
In

Action
Photos by Pat Garin Photography
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SPONSORED BY THE JAZZ AND HERITAGE FOUNDATION GRANT. OPEN TO ALL HNJ MIDDLE
SCHOOL STUDENTS. REGISTER NOW TO HOLD YOUR CHILD'S SPOT FOR HNJ SCHOOL'S FIRST

NEW ORLEANS YOUTH HARMONY FESTIVAL. 

HOLD MY CHILD'S SPOT/REGISTRATION FORM

Music Notes

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

https://forms.gle/zjWyFRe3MWRreKKr7
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Emotional Regulation Skills
Peer Play Skills
Joint Attention Development
Positive communication skills

A PLAY THERAPY GROUP FOR CHILDREN AGES
3 TO 7 YEARS OLD TO INCREASE: 

Where: Nourish Counseling Studio

CONTACT INFO@NOURISHINNOLA.COM OR
VISIT NOURISHINNO L A.COM FOR MORE

INFORMATION

PlayfUL Pals

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!
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August
11 & 12: First Two Half Days

13: First Full Day for all students

September
4: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

7: No School - Labor Day
25: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

October
15: Half Day, Prospective Student Open House

16: PK3 - 7th Grade No School - Parent Teacher Conferences (Little Gators regular day)
30: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

November
13: Half Day - Gator Fest Set Up

16: No School - Gator Fest Clean Up
23-27: No School - Thanksgiving Break

December
18: Christmas Programs, dismissal immediately follows

21-31: No School - Christmas Break

January
1: No School - Christmas Break

4: No School - Teacher Professional Development
15: PK3 - 7th Grade Half Day - Parent Teacher Conferences (Little Gators regular day)

18: No School - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

February
4: Half Day - Mardi Gras

5-12: No School - Mardi Gras Break

March
25: Half Day - Easter

26-31: No School - Easter Break

April
1-2: No School - Easter Break

30: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

May
21: 7th Grade last day

27: PK3, PK4, Kindergarten last day
28: 1st-6th End of Year Mass (dismissal immediately follows)

 TENTATIVE School Days 2026-2027 
Applies to all students (LG-7th) unless otherwise noted 

Tentative Schedule as of 1/12/2026. All dates subject to change.

2   2
0  0
2   2
6   7



Fill out THIS survey to share
your culture with us!

Share Your
Culture with
Us to Create
an Authentic

L earning
Experience 

https://sites.google.com/view/hnjmensclub/shop
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWueWTSnSJdoSjzOVVuz1VWYbcR6WyndntBg8YDatqrJ-wDg/viewform?usp=header


Family Day at the New Orleans Book Festival is a family-centered, free
event that will include lively author presentations, book readings, book-
related activities and a book distribution. It will be open and accessible to
all children of our community and their families, and the Festival will work
with public schools to encourage participation. Attendees will enjoy a full
schedule of presentations, activities and entertainment. 

Family Day is designed to be a dynamic and fun experience for all ages. 
A diverse selection of authors and presenters will interact with students and 
sign books throughout the day. Book characters will walk around the
festival grounds creating a lively atmosphere. Children will find something
that appeals  to all reading levels, backgrounds and reading interests. As
part of the Family Day programming, the Festival will host outreach
programs including author visits to local schools. On the day of the
Festival, organizers will engage a bus service to provide all day round trip
transportation to and from the festival grounds from various locations
throughout the Greater New Orleans area. To participate in programming,
the Festival also plans to engage local partners whose mission includes
literacy and family-centered initiatives. The mission of the New Orleans
Book Festival at Tulane is to support and nurture a literary community by
connecting readers of all ages and backgrounds with local and national
authors through experiences that celebrate the power of literacy and
ideas. The New Orleans Book Festival at Tulane University is housed as a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization within the structure of and is presented in
partnership with Tulane University. The Festival is made possible by the
support of Tulane University and the generosity of individuals,
corporations and literacy and family foundations.

The New Orleans Book Festival at Tulane University will take place on March 12-
15, 2026, featuring local, regional and national authors participating in
moderated panel discussions and keynote lectures on the uptown campus. The
Festival will continue to engage the local community through specially curated
events that highlight New Orleans as a hub for important literary conversations.
New in 2026, the Festival will expand to include an additional day of programming
on Sunday, March 15, dedicated to young readers and their families. Family Day
at the Fest will feature educational activities and special programming in
partnership with Scholastic and the City of New Orleans.

In 2010, the New Orleans Book Festival hosted by the City of New Orleans was 
established to create a free event for the children of New Orleans and their 
families to celebrate reading. By 2013, the festival had attracted a total of 
10,000 attendees and donated 35,000 books to children of the community. 
In 2026, Family Day at the Festival will continue this tradition and remain a place 
for people from different backgrounds and neighborhoods to come together 
for a shared love of reading and learning-. 

A single book can change a young person’s life. Providing young people in our 
community with exposure to new voices and giving them access to engaging 
literary experiences fosters their imaginations and positively affects them and 
their families. This joyful, high-energy celebration brings literature to life with 
live author readings, interactive performances, book giveaways and hands-on 
activities for kids of all ages. Admission is free and open to the public, thanks to 
generous support of our sponsors.
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Little Gators is accepting
donations of diapers in
collaboration with the
Junior League of New
Orleans’ Diaper Drive.
Please bring diapers to

donate to the Front Office or
Little Gators Entrance.

Thank you for your support! Interested in becoming an altar server at
Holy Name of Jesus Church? Any students
who have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of

altar servers at all weekend masses. 

Please contact Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!

The HNJ Yearbook Committee 
needs your photos!

Click the  camera
icon to upload your

photos directly to our
yearbook photo

library!

We need pictures from this school year!  If you have photos from any of these past
events, or any future HNJ events, please submit them to us!

Field Trips
HNJ Goes Totally 80's!
Choir
Other HNJ Events!

HNJ Athletics
Gator Fest
Back to School BBQ
Class Parties

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://photos.jostens.com/CMTBVV
https://donate.brickmarkers.com/hnjsc
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